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What is the CTPP?
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AASHTO sponsored Technical Services Program 

funded by member State Transportation agencies

Operates with support from FHWA, OST-R (BTS), 

FTA, Census Bureau, MPOs and TRB

The CTPP Program includes:
Data Products

Training and Technical Assistance

Research and Outreach 

Designed for the

Transportation Community

by the

Transportation Community 



But what does that mean?

• Based on ACS

• Ground truth

• A resource of adequate sample size to 

compare, validate, calibrate, expand your 

data/survey/model

• Workplace (daytime) data by demography

• Flow from home to work by mode and 

demography

• Has error
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Derived from

US Census Bureau’s

American Community 

Survey (ACS)

CTPP Program includes:

Data Products

Training and Technical Assistance

Research and Outreach

CTPP Data Products

ACS accumulates data over multiple months and years

Areas over  65,000 people Annual Data

Areas over 20,000 people Supplemental Estimates new in 2016

Tracts and Block Groups 5 Years of data



Buyers/Users Direct Cost Tables

1960 OMB ??? ???

1970 112 $0.6 M 43

1980 152 $2.0 M 82

1990 $2.5 M 120

2000 $3.0 M 203

2005 +
AASHTO

Consolidated

Purchase
$5.8 M

Multiple 

Products

2013
Most States

$4.3 M Robust

All States

and MPOs

Transformation over time
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A brief history, Pop Quiz
• When did the Journey to Work Question 

first appear on the Census Form?
❖ 1960

• How often is the Census collected?
❖ decennially

• How about the American Community 

Survey (ACS)
❖ Continuously!

• Without data you’re just
❖ Another person with an opinion

» W. Edwards Deming
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5-year Geography and Flows

● Asymmetrical  
Flows (in red)

● Small Areas defined 
by MPOs in MPO areas 
and States Elsewhere

● Tracts are Defaults 
for Small Areas

● Default TADs defined 
by  AASHTO

● UZA tables for 
Part 1 ONLY

● MCD               
Only    
States

FROM / Residence TO / Workplace

State State

State-County State-County

State-County-MCD State-County-MCD 

State-County-Place State-County-Place

MSA MSA

State-County State-Place

State-County-MCD State-Place

State PUMA (2000) State-Place

PUMA (2000) POW PUMA (2000)

Tract Tract

TAD TAD

Locally Defined Small Area Locally Defined Small Area

TAD Locally Defined Small Area

Locally Defined Small Area TAD

State-Place Locally Defined Small Area

Locally Defined Small Area State-Place



CTPP Data Concepts

Summarized data by

Place of Residence

Place of Work

Flows from Home to Work

Custom Geography (Local TAZs)

Unique Universes (e.g. workers in HHs)



Some Key Data Items Include

• Data on Households

– Size, income, vehicles per household

• Data on Workers

– Age and gender, occupations, earnings

• Data on Journey to Work

– Usual mode to work, commuting time, work 

departure time

• Data on Workplaces

– Work locations, times of arrival at work
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Applications of CTPP Data Products

• Comparative analysis

• Long Range 

Planning/TIP

• Performance 

measurement

• Modal share analysis

• FTA New Starts/Small 

Starts

• Travel Demand 

Modeling and 

Forecasting

• Policy Impact Analysis

• Livability analysis

• Corridor planning

• Air quality modeling

• Trend analysis

• Descriptive statistics

• Title VI

• Environmental justice

• Factoring/Adjusting 

surveys
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MPOs
Arash Mirzaei, NCTCOG
Paul Agnello, FAMPOC

Shimon Israel, MTC
Ron Chicka, ARDC

John Sharp, ACOGOK
MaryAnn Waldinger, COMPASS

Benjamin Gruswitz, DVRPC

States
Laine Heltebridle, PA (Region I)

Mark Grainer, NY (Region I)
Thomas Hill, FL (Region II)

Habte Kassa, GA (Region II)
Phillip Mescher, IA (Region III)

Jennifer Murray, WI (Region III)
Elizabeth Robbins, WA (Region IV) 

Nicholas Deal, CA (Region IV)

Liaisons
Charlynn Burd, Census Bureau

Ken Cervenka, FTA

Joseph Hausman, FHWA

Brian McKenzie, Census Bureau

Clara Reschovsky, OST-R, BTS

Association Adjuncts
Bill Keyrouze, AMPO

Tom Palmerlee, TRB

Erich Zimmermann, NARC

Technical Adjunct
JJ (Jing Jing) Zang

Gabe (Jiangbo) Yu

Cambridge Systematics

AASHTO Staff
Matt Hardy, AASHTO

Penelope Weinberger, AASHTO

Subject Matter 

Experts

Chair: Jessie Jones, AR (Region IV)
Vice Chair: Guy Rousseau, ARC

AASHTO Liaison: Penelope Weinberger

16 voting members, 9 states and 8 MPOs

Guided by an AASHTO Oversight Board 



And it’s free, right?
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What is in the New Data

The New and Improved Stuff

Added Flows from Places to 

Counties

Added Several Tables

• Average HH Size (p1)

• Poverty by Mode (p1, p2)

• Class of Worker 

• by [Industry, Time 

Arriving, Mean TT, 

Mode] (p2)

• Vehicles available by 

number of Workers in HH 

(p3)

Number of Tables 

Deleted*

Number of Tables 

Retained at Large 

Geography Only

Number of All 

Geography Tables 

Retained

Total number of 

tables retained

176 76 99 168

85 48 56 102

73 17 30 43

18 11 13 23

Residence

Geo Level Number

Nation 12*

State 603*

County 3221

MCD 11958

Place 29514

MSA 374

Principal City 692

PUMA 2101

UA 3625

Tract 74002

TAD 10867

TAZ 217526

Workplace

Geo Level Number

Nation 10*

State 499*

County 3221

MCD 11958

Place 29514

MSA 374

Principal City 692

PUMA 1263

UA 0

Tract 74002

TAD 20867

TAZ 217526

*includes geo components

The Census Bureau has directed us to request a special tabulation for our next 5-year data 
product that is one third (1/3) the size of our current special tabulation. Additionally, we are 
limited in the number of tables that can include all levels of geography; most tables will be 
produced at census summary levels of place, MCD (for strong MCD states), county, PUMA, 
state, MSA (and principal city), and nation and the TAD custom geography (Large Geographies

Only a few tables will also be available at Tract and TAZ (All Geographies).

Basic criteria for proposed elimination:  tables that had been accessed by CTPP Data Access 
Software users 150 times or fewer by Oct 6 2015, and had 5 or more recommendations for 
elimination by the tab subcommittee.  

Additionally, any table that did not fail that criteria, but had two or fewer recommendations to 
retain it at small (tract and TAZ) geography was recommended for retention at large geo only. 

*number of tables deleted includes tables that are to be added back in the software, derivable 
from requested tables.

Contact me with your feedback at: pweinberger@aashto.org



FHWA website

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/ctpp/

http://ctpp.transportation.org/home/default.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/


AASHTO website

http://ctpp.transportation.org/

http://ctpp.transportation.org/


CTPP List Serve

http://trbcensus.com

http://trbcensus.com/


Training Materials

http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/trainingresources.aspx

AASHTO CTPP Website

E-Learning

Recorded Webinars

http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/webinardirectory.aspx

http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/elearningmodules.aspx

http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/trainingresources.aspx
http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/webinardirectory.aspx
http://ctpp.transportation.org/Pages/elearningmodules.aspx


CTPP websites

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/ctpp/

http://www.TRBcensus.com

http://ctpp.transportation.org

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/ctpp/
http://www.trbcensus.com/
http://ctpp.transportation.org/


Penelope Weinberger
CTPP Program Manager, AASHTO
444 North Capitol Street NW Suite 249

Washington, DC 20001

202-624-3556

pweinberger@aashto.org

https://ctpp.transportation.org

Special Staff and Contacts

Charlynn Burd
CTPP Program BFF

Census Bureau

charlynn.burd@census.gov

CTPP Technical Support 

JJ (JingJing) Zang
jzang@camsys.com

Gabe (Jiangbo) Yu
jyu@camsys.com
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