
Empire State Trail



Empire State Trail Website

• Detailed information about 
the Empire State Trail is 

available on the project 
website:

• https://www.ny.gov/
programs/empire-state-trail

• Maps, narrative, reports, 

pictures, Design Guide, etc.

https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail


January, 2017:
Governor Andrew Cuomo Announces 
the Empire State Trail Initiative 



Why?  Trail Benefits

• Healthy Outdoor 

Recreation

• Community Vitality

• Tourism-Related 

Economic 

Development

• Safe Alternative 

Transportation

• Civic Engagement



Empire State Trail
• 750-Mile Bicycling and Walking Trail

• 3 Legs: Erie Canalway Trail, Hudson 
Greenway Trail, Champlain Valley

• NYC to Buffalo (550 miles) 85% 

Shared- Use Path

• $200M NYS Capital Appropriation



Co-Branding With Regional Trails



• Seven DOT regions:

– Region 1 (Capital Region)

– Region 2 (Mohawk Valley)

– Region 3 (Syracuse)

– Region 4 (Rochester)

– Region 5 (Buffalo)

– Region 7 (North Country)

– Region 8 (Hudson Valley)

• A variety of improvements on 
portions of the 215 miles of the 
Empire State Trail located along 
roadways.

NYSDOT On-Road 
Bicycling and Pedestrian Improvements



On-Road Empire State Trail Sections 



Project Delivery

• Participating state agencies:  

Hudson Greenway, NYSDOT, 

Canal Corporation, State 

Parks, Metro-North Railroad.

• Local governments role.

• 56 construction projects, large 

and small, are moving through 

design and construction.

• Ambitious schedule to 

complete all construction 

projects by December, 2020.



Syracuse EST Projects



EST Design Guide

• 180-page guidance document, 
download link on Empire State 

Trail website: 
www.ny.gov/programs/empire
-state-trail

• Compiles state-of-the-art 
information on trail design, 

trail/road crossings, and on-
road bike/ped facilities.

http://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail


EST Design Guide: Examples



EST Design Guide: Examples



EST Design Guide: Examples



Annual Trail User Projection

• Statistical projection of 
anticipated EST trail use 

numbers, based on actual 
counts conducted at 50+ trail 
locations in NYS.

• When completed in 2020, the 
Empire State Trail will host a 
projected 8.6 million annual 

visitors.

• Projected trail user mix is 
65% pedestrians and 

35% bicyclists.



Branding & Marketing

• Develop EST logo, signage, 
wayfinding, and amenities 

package to create a consistent 
experience across 750-mile 
route – integrated with the local 

identify of each trail segment.

• Create a sophisticated mobile 
website, including interactive 

mapping, to promote the trail.

• Promote connecting trails, 
nearby amenities, tourism 

destinations, and adjacent 
businesses.



Spurring Trails Investments

• Federal Funds: $140M NYSDOT 
TAP/CMAQ grant round; 

$2M annual RTP grants.

• State Funds: $40M NYS REDC 

Consolidated Funding 
Application (CFA) Annual Grants 
(State Parks, Canal Corp, DOS, 

Hudson River Valley Greenway).

• Private Foundations and 

Corporations.


